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THE 


PREFACE 


Friendly Reader, 


ERH APS it may ſeem 70 thee odd and 
ſingular, 10 find one called a Quaker giving 
4 Narrative concerning three Malefattors, 


| ſentenced to be Hang d. Tet it can't appear more 
Nrange to thee, than it was to me wholly unknown, 


the Day I left my Habitation ; but fo it is: That 


as the Wind bloweth where it liſteth, and thou 
heareſt the ſound thereof, Ec. (a) So the Judg- 


ments of the Great God (tbat Commands ihe. 
Winds and all other Creatures) are unſearchable 
and his Ways paſt finding out. (/) And altbo 


we poor finite Creatures are capable of ſeeing 


but a little into the Ways of God, yet it behoves _ 
us, when ſome Diſcovery of bis "Mind fn Will 

is made, 10 be very Careful ro Obey it We onght 
70 give Proof of our Fidelity and chene to 


our great Goſpel Captain. The Words of the Cen- 


1urion are worth noteing. I ſay unto one, go, 
and he goeth ; and to another, come, and he 
cometh ; and to my Servant, 0 chis, and he 


(a) am” ili. . "G1 Rom. Xi, 37. (ec) 7 i. 8 
A 2 5 


724 
S. | 


5 15) with then 
ſay, ihe Wor of Repentance went forward, and 


griees. 4507 inflead 


"The PREFACE he 
© On the 10th of the 1/? Month 1722. Tleft my . 


774 and new AO. bing of what Was done That . 
Evening at the Affizes. Being within five Miles 


F Thetford I was under an unuſual Concern to 


7 tbither the next Morning, which I did; he- 


ligoigg it gs 706 Mind of God Shogd "PR 5 
vo 1 Came qo 8 with, and ſpeak fo 2 
in Ahe Street, It Lane, The 
512 Jaid that Concern upon me 10 haſten to 
Thetford. And having, 4 teriny firſt ſpeaking 
#0 them'in the Street, ed 0 by their Jnportuns 
ever al Times, and I bope 1 may 


vy the Account 1 hat, they made e penitent 
End. 

Their Caſe, has made Imprefſor on on my Mind, 
and Relentings-in my Heart for ſuch, they being 
generally rhe Refuſe end maſt Abjeft of the Pro- 
ple. The Prophet. ſaid, -As the Thief when he 


1s found, is aſhamed, Ec. (d) Some are, but 


o hardencd in their Vile Prac- 
of being aſhamed, they Glory 
in their Shame, and by caſting the Fear of God 
from them, and refuſing i know him, they pro- 
feed from Foil to Evil, Anti] they are by Cuſtom 
much hardened in Wickedneſs, and x ers fie what 
is Written, The M iced ſhall not live out halt 
their Days. And they poor Wretches moved 


others again are 1 


by 5 In 159 55 of the Devil 0507 iS be grand 
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Thief | 


Thief af all, and would «r0bb God & bis Glory) 


¶ Dave nothing to ſupport them: Then to the Works 
, Darkneſs in the Night, break imo Houſes 
they have marked in the Day time, or boldly take 


hey fill up their Meaſure and haſten their End. 
n a great Meaſure might be prevented, by Pa- 


Pr Inployment. as may be ſuited togheir Capaci 


I be PRREF ACF. 2 
will miſerably be robbed of their Souls for ever, 
except the wonderful Mercy of Gad interpoſes, 
by bis Grace in the Work of Repentance: (But 
uch Exampievrure wery rare.) 
It is true, the Thief upok the Croſs repented 
and found\ Mercy, but haw many, as they Live ſo 
they dye, ſordid, Inpenitently hard and without 
Feeling? Aud fulſii that Saying, Are like brit 
Beaſts taken to be deſiroved And notwithfland- 
ing the Severity of the Law, jet (the more is 
the Pirty)'the Number of them ſeems to increaſt, 
tho ſo many are cut off at the Gollows. They 
very rarely deſiſt when once entered into ſuch vile 
Practices; very few will rake the Apoſiles Ad- 
dice, Let him that ſtole, ſteal no more, but ra- 
ther let him Labour, working with his Hands. 
—{(e) Idleneſs opens the Door, then Pride lifts 
them up to make a Figure, to be Somebody; yet 


the Road, and prey upon the honeſt and induſtri- 
cs, to maintain themſelves : And what is evil. 
ly got, is evilly ſpent in the worſt of 'Villinies ; ſo 
Such are the bitter Fruits of Idleneſs, which 


ents early keeping their Children to ſuch Work 
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ties: And it is one of the moſt neceſſary Branches 
of Education, to have them learn ſome Work that 
may be profitable : We may know our Beginning | $,, 
but not our End. Such Imployment ſo ſuited, is 8 
certainly very profitable and commendable to pre- 8e 
vent Evil Thou had'ſt much better make thy 4 
Chiid cry and ſmart by the Rod of due and | * 
eaſonable Correction, than he make thee cry, of 
pierce thy Heart, and wound thy Soul, by mak- | ſr 
ing his Exit at the Gallows. 5 
The wiſe Man ſays, Train up a Child in the | — 
Way he ſhould go; and when he is Old, he 
will not depart from it. (f) Let Parents that 
would have Comfort in their Children, be careful 
to do their Duty by good Advice, confirmed by 
their own vertuois Examples, and bring up their 
Children in the Nurture and Adrronition of the 
Lord, (g) and duly mind it inthemſelves : For 
it is impoſſible for Parents to give their Children 
what they have not, but this they may have, if 
they mind the Diftates of the Spirit of God in 
themſelves : For the Maniteſtation of the Spirit 
is given to every Man to profit withal. () t 
# the glorious Gift of God by Jeſus Chriſt, FF 
But the Soul-Comfort that is in this Gift, is 
only to be known by being led by the Spirit of God. 
It roill be a dreaiful Account, and fearfully 
ſurprizing to our Souls, to have it ſid to ms, 
I gave my good Spirit to inſtruct them, but. 
they rebelled againſt it. And az to have thy 
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O&) Prov. Xxi i. 6: (z) Eph. vi. 4o (501 Cor. xii. 7 
N Siri 


Spirit of God to bear Witneſs with our Spi- 
rits, will be unutterable Joy and Commfort. 
So to be charged with perſiſting in Rebellion 
againſt it, will fil us with the greateſt Horour, 

It is a fearful Thing to fall into the Hands 
of the Living God, (i) For our God is a con- 
ſuming Fire. ( . e 
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REI AT ION, Oc. 


der the Sentence of Death; paſſed upon 
them by the Lord Chief Juſtice Kine, the 
roth Day of the aſt Month (called March) 
1722, at the Aſſizes held at Thetford for the 
County of Norfolk, which ended on the ſe- 
venth Day of the Week, and the Day after 
being the general Meeting of the People called 
Quakers at Thetford, I was engaged in my 
Mind to be there. And coming on the feventh 
Day to Brandon Ferry; in the Evening a Con- 
cern took hold on my Spirit, ſhewing ine 1 
muſt haſten to Thetford the next Morning; 
which I accordingly did, not then knowing 
what might be the Cauſe. *** 
I came into Thetford ſoon after the ninth 
Hour, and went to the Houſe of our Friend 
8 1homas Gill, where after a little Time, a Youth ' 
came haſtily in at the Door, and ſaid the Pri- 
ſoners are going to Church. I coming to Town 
under a more than Ordinary Concern of Mind; 
Ewhich reſted upon me; and hearing of three 
Men being condemned to dye the feventh Day 
following, I was concerned to go and ſpeak to 
them, as the Lord who laid that Concern upon 
me ſhould direct. e 


1 30 [| Being concern'd to viſit three Perſons fin- 
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q _Accordingly therefore I walked to meet them 
and applied my ſelf to him that had the Charge 
ol them, and faid, mfiy I have the Liberty to 
{7 ſpeak to theſe poor condemned Perſons? He 
anſwers, Very freely Sir, ſo they ſtanding. ſtill 
and the Inhabitants looking out at their Doors, 
upon the Report of their Coming, and ſeeir 
me go to meet them. They came very guet! 
together, and I ſpoke to theſe poor Creatures, I 70 
to lay home to them what a miſerable State | - 
they had brought themſelves into, by giving per 
Way to the Inſtigations of the Devil, and that 
by their Wickedneſs they had ſhortened their I x; 
cn Days, and now they ſaw and Knew their | ,,,, 
|. Time to be very precious, becauſe it was very 
'# ſhort, and if they found Mercy at God's Bar, tha 
it muſt be by a right Uſe and Improvement of the 
their preſent Time, in the Work of true and the 
unfeigned Repentance. Which when I had de- 
Iz monſtrated and ſolemnly preſſed home to them, ¶ call 
„ I told them that as a Proof of their Repentance | 


th 
* : 


N being ſincere, they would when they came to der 
| dye, confeſs their evil Actions, and warn the con 
| People to take them for an Example, and avoid ed! 
ſuch evil Practices as they had been guilty of, of 
ö They together with the Inhabitants, appeared I 4 
| ſeized with pritty much Concern of Mind, and Hof + 
| _ expreſſed their Thankfulneſs, for the Chriſtian W not 

if Counſel and Advice I had given them in the I ye 
; „„ - e 
I paſſed away with Satisfaction of Mind; MW this 
| but they obſerved the Door I went in at, and He 
| when they returned from their Morning Devo- Nupo 
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they (it ſeems) look'd earneſtly at the 
Door where I went in; and when they came 


Ko the Jail, ſent a Meſſenger earneſtly deſiring 
\ would come and ſee them before I left the 
Town. I was then gone to our Meeting, about 

an Hour after they ſent again, and a third time, 


ſhewing their earneſt Deſire ; Upon the hearing 


of their Importunity, I forbore going out of | 
Town, and after ſome Time IJ went to the Jail. 


Upon my going thither, a conſiderable Num- 


ber of People preſſed in. The Jailor received 
me with much Friendſhip and Courteſy, and 
knowing the Occaſion, asked which Room I 


would pleaſe to be in? I asked him if he had a 
larger than that we were then in? He told me 


that was his largeſt, then I ſaid I would have 


the Priſoners come to me in that Room; he ſaid 
th:y ſhould, and went and brought them, and 


each of them a Seat to fit down. One they 


call'd the Gentleman ſate next to me; after a 


little Time, I took Notice to them, that I un- 
derſtood they had a Deſire to ſee me, I was now 
come to know for what End. The Perſon call- 


ed the Gentleman, replied, Sir, it is for more 


of your good Advice to our Souls. To which 
[I anſwered, before I take any further Notice 
of that, I have a Queſtion to ask you, Are you 
not more concerned for the Reproach and Shame 
ye have brought upon your ſelves, and that 


you tnuſt dye an ignominious Death? Is not 
this a greater Concern to you, than your Souls? 


d 7 He very ſeriouſly replyed, No, Sir, it 1s only 
upon our Souls Account. 
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Eye and one Hand, than having two Eyes and two | 
Hundi, to be caſt into Tiell Fire, (a) where their | 


_ atleaſt not minded, this Text of Scripture, oo 


* a SP . 


Then after a little Pauſe I proceeded and | Aga 


ſaid to them, You have been before a Judge, Þ of t 


and the Convictions you lay under made it ter- Fire 


rxible to you, to appear before his Face; and I grea 


. ge is a mortal Man as you arè, and muſt Min 
dye: Now if this was terrible to you, How [| ups 
much more terrible will it Be, to appear before | T 


the Great and Dreadful Judge of the Quick and ſhor 
the Dead? that 


[ thereypon ſaid, before I proceed any fur- men 


ther, I have another Queſtion to ask you, and tanc 


expect your Anſwer, vis. Before you entered (wh 


upon theſe vile Practices, did not you feel ſome- I the} 


thing in your own Boſoms, that would have ſtopt am 


and forbid you 2 They readily anſwer'd Fee, to a 


Now ſaid I, obſerve, here you ſtrove againſt Rep 
Convietion, and ſinned againſt Light, and this Mes 


made your Crime the greater, I ſuppoſe ſaid was 
I, you have not Read, or at leaſt not confider- Ywhi 


ed, the Doctrine of our Lord, If thine Lye f. 
fend thee, pluck it out and caſt it fromthce: and | 


if thine Hand offend thee, cut it off and caſt it from 


7 


thee : For it is better to enter into Life, baving one 


Worm dieth not, and dl Fire 75 not quenched. (b) | 
Again] ſaid, J ſuppoſe you have not read, or s 


gmong ſt us ſpall dwell with devouring Fire £ Whol 
amongſt zs ſhall dwel with N Aae (c) 


= C6 ö 


(a) Matt. v. ad. 30. SP Xvili. 87 9. (b) Mark ix.47, 45, 
(©) Ig. xxxiii. 14. 


Again 


1 1 5 
and Again It #5 a fearful Thing to fall into the Hands 
age, of the Living God, d) For our Gpd is a conſuming 
ter- | Fire. (e) Theſe Scripture Sentences brought a 
and great Terrour, and deep Concern upon the 
nuſt Minds of theſe condemned Perſons, and indeed 
Jow || upon all preſent. ff.. 
fore | Then I ſolemnly laid before them again, the 
and ſhortneſs and preciouſneſs of th-ir Time, and 

that if they did happily uſe their preſent Mo- 
fur- ments in the Werk of true and ſincere Repen- 
and Þ tance ; when they appeared before God's Bar, 
ered (which they knew they muſt do very ſuddenly) 
ome» they might find Mercy there; which would be 
topt Ja miracle of Mercy to them, and their Benefit 

Yes, ¶ to all Eternity, therefore Irecommendced fincere 
ainſt Repentance, as the moſt abſolutely neceſlary 
this Means that led to it; the Nature of which 1 
ſaid was drawn to open and lay plainly before them; 
ider- which through the Goodneſs and Mercy of God, 
e of- being confirmed by the accompanying Evidence 


and fof his Good Spirit, brought a deep Concern and 
from much Tenderneſs over them, and all preſent - 
gone And after I had had a free and open time with 
{ two them, upon the Doctrine of Repentance, and in 
their the Fear of God had preſt it home to them, I 
l. () Nwas drawn forth in earneſt Prayer and fervent 
d, or Supplication to God, that for His dear Sou's 
, Who Wake He would be pleaſed to look upon them 
Who with an Eye of tender Compaſſion, and ſhew 


Mercy to their poor never dying Souls. And the 


4 « 
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| Lord 


“, PFE 


(6) 


Lord was graciouſly pleaſed to make-it 4 Ti 


| 


IF man 
v8 of great Humiliation and Contrition: So forhym 


that Time I ſolemnly parted with them. 
Sometime after, as the Evening came on, II 
went to the Jail to give them a private Viſit, Þ mu 
and to have ſome Diſcourſe with them. As 1 
Was going to their Room, I heard one of them 
reading in the Bible, with a melting Voice, 
which I was glad to hear. I ſate down by him 
called the Gentleman, and asked him, What 
Countryman he was? He anſwered, of Norfolk, 
and told me the Place, which I knew, I ſaid, 
I ſuppoſe thou doſt not know me, he replied, 
your Name very well Sir, but I am not ſenſible 
that I ever ſaw your Perſon till to day. I ask-Yime 
ed him his Age, he anſwered, much about OneſÞnpr 
and Twenty. Said I, unhappy Creature, hard- 


Ivy a Man in Age and fo ripe in Wickedneſs. e ſo 
Is faid, I pray Friend how came this? He an- ere! 
ſſwered, Sir it was through the Greatneſs andWold 
ifs Ambition of my Mind. Said I, poor CrearureY Th 
{ds thou haſt verified the Words of the Wiſe Man\Woor, 
| upon thy ſelf. Pride goeth before DeſtruftionWolt 
aud an haughty Spirit before a Fall. (F) He repli- e S 
/' ed it is true. I then again folemnly adviſedWon 1 
. him, to a cloſe Improvement of his preciougWe wi 
NG TL , 1 ven 
| Speaking to the ſecond, I asked him whatſ-rrir 
j/ Countryman? He anſwered me Lincolnſhire heir 


then what Trade he was off ? He faid a Journy4| 
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Tins man Comber. Said I, unhappy Man! A Jour- 
» forhyman Comber and a Drühkard. Drankennefs: - 
opens the Door to all Miſchief, It is true ſaid 
on, Ie, and went on in this folemn Confeſhon, viz. 
Viſit, muſt ſay, that nothing in all my Lite touch- 
As Id me ſo nearly, as what you delivered this Morn- 
them! in the Street. To confirm what this poor 
oice, Pennitant faid, the Jay lor alſo ſaid, Mr. 4/bby 
him hen he came to fit down in the Church, 1 
Whathought he would have died inſtantly z never 
folk, id I fee poor Creature in ſuch an Agony; the 
laid, Props of Swate ran of his Face like Water. 
plied, hereupon I faid, Friend, I am glad to hear 
uſible this, it is good News, and it will be an happy 
| ask-FFime to thee, and to you all, if you rightly 
t Onellmprove your Preſent Moments fa. as to find 
hard-Mercy with God: And who knows but it may 
ineſs Je ſo ? The Thief found Mercy upon the Croſs , 
e an- Pere is an encouraging Example for you to lay 
s and old of. bog RR” N ie gd Tg 985 | i 
eature Then J ſpoke to the third, who was a Black- 
Man Hoor, and ſaid, Come thou poor Blackmoor, 
action Poſt thou believe there is a God? He anſwered 
repli- s Sir. Then faid I, doſt thou know, that 
aviledſhhou muſt ſhortly appear before Him, and that 
eciougWe will be thy Judge? He wrong his Hands, and 
FWimenting ſaid, Tes Sir. Thereupon I tenderly | 
whatffirring them up to a diligent improvement of 
nſkire Weir Time; I took my Leave of them intend- 
zurny4@8 to go out of Town, early the next Morning. 
But juſt as I was about to take Horſe, I had 
freſh Concern come upon me, to write to him 
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Hi call'd the Gentleman (for I feared that he camel 


iſ not ſo cloſe into Repentance) as followeth., ti. 
Flt 7 09 4 'Theword 1270. 1. mo. 47 25 0 
Ut Friend Miekeborough, ©  - | 4 


mediately to warn thee to bow down in thy Mind 


THO I have been concerned in Chriſtian} © 
1 Love, ſeriouſly to warn and admoniſh thee, 4 
| and thy Companions, who are under the Sentence g f 
| , of Death; and I have done it faithfully : Tet "4 
| there remains ſomething on my Mind, more im © 


and Soul, before the great and dreadful God, be 
fore ꝛchom thou muſt ſhortly appear, and receive. 
2 Fuſt an Righteors Sentence, which will be q A 
Fanal Determination, once for all to Eternity, 


10 miferable Man] I am pained for thee and thy 

Wo. Companions. Fear and Tremble before the dread Th 
Jul Judge of the Quick and the Dead, improv} + 
Its thoſe few Moments of your precious Time, hici 


s. very ſhort and will ſoon come to an End. Gol 
In Mercy give you penitent Hearts, and contritd 
Spirits, 7.90 through his dear Son Feſus ChriftW@ſery: 
iF+ 4% may find Mercy at, and before bis Dreadfughan 
i Tribunal. Ob! humble your ſelves, and repenland 
32 8 as in Duſt and Aſhes. Turn in your Mind, id 
the Light of Chriſt, that draws a Line of Ful 
and Righteous Fudgment over and upon all you 
Wickedneſs , and give Glory to God, by true an 
I sunſeigned Repentance, that for ChriſPs Sake, bf 
bs may ſhew you Mercy. I am a Friend to you 
18 Souls, and unto all Propſe, 1 


” Richard Aſhby 


* 


5 * : + 4 TY 6 _ | 4 9 ) . . 43 , A: r 5 ö 
ame] Having given a brief Relation of that paf. 
| ficular Concern, that fell upon me for theſ: 


condemned Perſons, I ſhall now add, That up- 
1724. on the ſeventeenth of the Firſt Month (called 
"| March) they were all hanged. When they 
i tian ne e die (as I heard) they were very peni- . 
"hop tent, confeſſed their Sufferings were juſt upon | 
1-0 them, and defired they might be a Warning to 
Je others, and their penitent Behaviour drew Tears 1 
„% from the Spectators. bY aA [ 
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„e ADVICE to the Atherflical and 
it Propbane. 
1d th) 


The Wicked ſhall be turned into Hell, and all the 


dread | 
15 * ” Nations that forget God. Plal. ix. 17. | 
. Gol N the Concluſion of this Narrative, there 
NTT 10 is ſomething on my Mind farther to ob- 
Chriſ@ſerve, as .a Warning to the Atheiſtical and Pro» | 
cad ful pbane. The Prophet taking Notice of the Folly | 


1'Cpenl 
nds ti 


of Fu) 


and Corruption of Man, lays, The Fool hath | 
aid in his Heart, there is noGod. And adds, They | 
are Corrupt, they have done abominable Works, 
tl vnc. (a) Thus their Caſe appeared in his Time, 
rue anhand the Example of that Good and Upright 
ake, Man, Fob, (who we read was the greateſt of all 
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Now comparing that early time with our 


Age, is it not too apparent the Caſe is much 
worſe ? For this abominable ſinful Fire breaks 


out- from the Corrupt and wicked Hearts, into 
moſt execrable Oaths, Curſes, and Blaſphe- 


my againſt God: Nay, ſome are arrived at that 
Height of Wickedneſs as to inſult Heaven it 
ſelf, and call upon God to Damn them, and are 


not ſatisfied to go on in common evil Courſes, 


but try to invent new and ſcarce before heard 
of Villanies; and becauſe Sentence againſt an evil 


Work is not ſpeedily executed ; therefore the 
Hearts of the Sons of Men are fully ſet in them to 


do Evil, (b) for they proceed from Evil to Evil, 


and they know not me, ſaith the Lord. (c). Yea 
by their Actions they ſay unto God, depart from 


is, for wedeſire not the Knowledge of thy Ways. (d) 
Having by Cuſtom to Evil, ſo hardened them- 
ſelves in Evil, that it may now be asked, Car | 
the Ethiopian change his Skin, or, the Leopard 
bis Spots ? Then may ye alſo do Good, that are ac- 


cuſtomed to do Evil. (e) Such grow worfe and 


worſe, till at laſt they arive to ſuch a Pitch of 


ſordid Hardneſs and Stupidity as to queſtion the 


Being of a God, and in their Corrupt Reaſon, 


(b Eccleſ. viii. 11. (e) Jer. ix. 35 (d ) Job xxi. 14. 


(0 Jer. xiii. 23. 


and 


Eaſt) in Chapter the firſt, is 
worth noteing, how concerned he was for his 
Children, leaſt in their Feaſts they ſhould Sin, 
and curſe God in their Hearts. 


| monies of their Pride, and the higheſt Arro- 


(11) 


and depraved Sence, even argue apainſt His Ex- Gs 


1ſtance: But He beholds them and Lavghs them 


to Scorn, when in their Rage and Wickedneſs 
they ſay, Let us break His Bands aſunder, and 
caſt away his Cords from us. (/) He the Irri- 
tated and highly provoked God, will viſit them 
in his Wrath, and vex them in his ſore Diſplea- 


fare. (g 


And for all the Hardneſs of a moſt Corrupt 
and Debauch'd Crew, at ſometimes the Judg- 
ments of God take hold, and the Marks there- 
of are ſeen in their Fleſh, as if they ſhould be 
conſumed a-live, for as the Fire of Luſt hath 
burnt in their corrupt Hearts and broke out 


into Flames of Wickedneſs, ſo He the offended 


God looks through the Cloud of their various 
Impieties, and with the Arrows of his Indig- 
nation ſtrikes them home to the Quick, Makes 


them ſick in ſmiteing of them, and their Caſting. 


down is in the midſt of them, (h) and then the 


Dumb is made to ſpeak, to wit, their Conſci- 
& ence, whoſe Mouth by willful finning and ter- 
rible hard Heartedneſs for a time had been ſtopt, 
| but now the Height of Intemperance having 
deſtroyed Healthful Conſtitutions ; Sickneis 


comes, and alſo Thoughts of Death, and ter- 


rible Fears ſeizes, and all Atheiſtical Thoughts 


and Arguments vaniſh like Smoke, and cannot 
be of any Avail, but on the contrary are Teitt- 
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(F) Pal. ii. 3. (g) — ii. 4. (U) Mich. vi. 12. 14. 
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» gance: And when ſenſible Impreſſions by Sick - 


neſs are made upon poor Mortals, an offended 
God ſpeaks to them; and becauſe He hath no 
Pleaſure in the Death of a Sinner, but had rather 
he would Repent and Live, He is pleaſed to rea- 


ſon with them thus, Will ye not fear me? Will 


ye not tremble at my Preſence £ Am I 4 God a 
far off? Am not I alſo near at Hand, &c. 
Tubk“ are ye that hear and turn to him in 
Iime. | | | | 


And altho' in the Pleaſure of their Wicked- 
neſs, and ſporting themſelves with their own 
Deceivings, they ſaid to God Depart from ws, 
and to the Holy One of Iſrael, Me deſire not the 
Knowledge of thy Ways , yet now to their Ter- 


rour and Amazing Aſtoniſhment they fee they 
are miſtaken. Now the Caſe is alter'd, and | 


all their corrupt Wit and Skill can't help.. 
They feel inward Horrour, the Gripes, and 


Stings of Conſcience, ſo powerfull and ſelf. N 


evident that they can't wühſtand them, nor 


flee from them; now they ſee It is a fearful 
Thing to fall into the Hands of the Living God, 
even him whom they would not know, and 


did not like to retain in their Knowledge, but 


appeared worſe than Bruit Beaſts: Now they 


know there is an Heaven of Joy, even by their 
receiving an Earneſt of an Hell of Torments, 
where there ſhall be weeping and wailing, and 


gnaſhing of Teeth, where the Worm never dies and 


ihe Fire never goes ut. * 
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WE 1 
O therefore to whom ſhall I ſpeak and give 


Warning? That they may in due Time, Hear, 
Fear, and Conſider their precious Time. Is it 
not ſaid that frail Man at his beſt State is alto- 
gether Vanity? Alafs! What is Time to Eter- 


nity ? A mortal Being to an immortal One? 


We live not of- our felves, neither ought we to 


live to our ſelves. Shall Mankind be ſo fool- 
iſhly mad as to deny Him, by whom they live, 


and cannot live without Him? Oh ſurely nay. 
Was not Man made a little lower than the An- 


gels? And God has made him a reafonable Crea- 


ture indued him with rational Faculties, and for 
his greater Help and Improvement viſits him 


by the Spirit of Grace, lights up his Candle, 
pernatural Power to purge them away, and 


alls and invites all to look unto God and be 


Wved ; even to God in Chriſt reconciling the 
World unto himſelf. e ord, 


O hearken ye Children of Men, to the Voice 


pf Love, and Language of wonderful Mercy. 


hall the Agrieved ſeek the Agreſſer, and the 
Offended plead with the Offender to be recon- 


iled? *Tis true the Ways and Thoughts of God 


are above the Ways and Thoughts of Men. 
Joth it pleaſe the King of Kings to iſſue forth 


rom his Gracious Throne, an A CT of free 


3race, and Indemnity only with theſe Condi- 
3 e : tions ? 
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ſhews him innate Corruptions, and alſo a ſu- 


in a Day of merciful Viſitation, 
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tions? Let the Wicked forſake bis Way, and the 
 Unrighieous Man bis Thoughts, and let him return 
unto the Lord, and be will have Mercy upon him, 


and to our God for he will abundantly pardon. (i) 
Now who will plead with all Sincerity, His | 
Great and Glorious Majeſties Pardon, and lay | 
hold of his Mercy? That they may be! par- 
doned and Live, and not Dye. O come ye 
Children of Men, be not indifferent ; humble 


your ſelves before God, ſeek him while he may 


e found, that you may have the Comfort of 
his Mercy to all Eternity. - 


(3) Ifaiah lv. 7. 
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